
Aylsham High School History department reading list 

Medieval England 

Linked units 
Year 7 1066 and the 
Battle of Hastings 
Year 7 – medieval 
kings 
Year 9 crime and 
punishment 
GCSE Anglo Saxon 
and Norman England 
GCSE medicine 
through time 

fiction  
The Seeing Stone by Kevin Crossley-Holland 
Crusade by Elizabeth Laird 
Crusade by Linda Press Wulf 
Here lies Arthur by Philip Reeve 
Belle’s song by KM Grant 
Bloodline by Katy Moran 
Tilt by Mary Hoffman  
The court painter’s apprentice by Richard Knight 

Non fiction 
The Feudal kingdom of England 1042-1216 by Frank Barlow 
The Norman Conquest by Marc Morris 
The Battle of Hastings by MK Lawson 
The Crusades by Thomas Asbridge 
The black death by John Hatcher 
King John: Treachery, Tyranny and the road to Magna Carta by Marc Morris 
medieval bodies by Jack Hartnell 
She wolves: The women who ruled England by Elizabeth by Helen Castor 

  



Tudor and Stuart England 

Linked units 
Year 7 – Tudor and 
Stuart England 
Year 9 crime and 
punishment 
GCSE medicine 
through time 

Fiction 
The other Countess by Eve Edwards 
Tarnish by Katherine Longshore 
Eliza Rose by Lucy Worsley 
Lady Mary by Lucy Worsley 
The Raven master’s boy by Mary Hoffman 
The Next together by Lauren James 
Gilt by Katherine Longshore 
Witchstruck by Victoria Lamb 
VIII by Harriet Castor 
Traitor’s Kiss by Pauline Francis 
The Fool’s Girl by Celia Rees 
The Cabinet of Curiosities by Paul Dowsell 
Ring of Roses by Mary Hooper 
Newes from the Dead by Mary Hooper 
No shame, no fear by Ann Turnbull 
Witch Child by Celia Rees 
Lady Mary by Lucy Worsley 

Non fiction 
Black Tudors by Miranda Kaufmann 
Witchfinders by Malcom Gaskill 
The English Civil War: A people’s history by Diane Purkiss 

  



Industrial Britain 

Linked units 
Year 7 – industrial 
Britain 
Year 9 crime and 
punishment 
GCSE medicine 
through time 
 

Sawbones by Catherine Johnson 
Evie’s Ghost by Helen Peters 
Darkmere by Helen Maslin 
The disgrace of Kitty Grey by Mary Hooper 
My name is Victoria by Lucy Worsley 
Following Ophelia by Sophia Bennett 
The Beloved by Alison Rattle 
Constable and Toop by Gareth P Jones 
The Madness by Alison Rattle 
Witchfinder by Ruth Warburton 
Wild Boy by Rob Lloyd Jones 
Frost Hollow Hall by Emma Carroll 
The Quietness by Alison Rattle 
Velvet by Mary Hooper 
Haunting Violet by Alyxandra Harvey 
Pastworld by Ian Beck 
Fallen Grace by Mary Hooper 
The Lie Tree by Frances Hardinge 
A dark trade by Mary Hooper 
Ruby in the Smoke by Philip Pullman 
My Name’s not Friday by Jon Walter 
Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Freedom by Catherine Johnson 

Non fiction 
The Grimy 1800s: Waste, Sewage and sanitation in the nineteenth century by  
Andre Gren 
The Slave Trade by Hugh Thomas 
Inglorious Empire by Shashi Tharoor 
The knife man: Blood, Body snatching and the birth of modern surgery by Wendy 
Moore 
The blackest streets: The Life and death of a Victorian slum by Sarah Wise 
Dirty old London: the Victorian fight against filth by Lee Jackson 
How to be a good Victorian by Ruth Godman 
Sophia: Princess, Suffragette, Revolutionary by Anita Anand 
The Greedy Queen by Annie Gray 
The Victorians by AN Wilson 
The Butchering Art by Lindsey Fitzharris 
The Five by Hallie Rubenhold 

  



Modern World 

Linked units 
Year 8 World War 
One 
Year 8 Holocaust 
Year 8 World War 
Two 
Year 9 interwar years 
Year 9 crime and 
punishment 
GCSE medicine 
through time 
GCSE The Cold War 
GCSE Weimar and 
Nazi Germany 

Things a Bright Girl can do by Sally Nichols 
The Mystery of the Clockwork Sparrow 
Secrets and Sapphires by Lelia Rasheed 
Wentworth Hall by Abby Grahame 
Twelve minutes to midnight by Chris Edge 
Until we win by Linda Newberry 
Opal Plumstead by Jacqueline Wilson 
Peril in Paris by Katherine Woodfine 
Girls for the vote by Linda Newbery 
The Making of Mollie 
Make more noise 
Loyal Creatures by Morris Gleitzman 
Across the divide by Anne Booth 
Dusk by Eve Edwards 
Valentine Joe by Rebecca Stevens 
Anzac Boys 
Poppy by Mary Hooper 
Stay where you are and then leave by John Boyne 
Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo 
The Foreshadowing by Marcus Sedgwick 
Wild Lily by KM Peyton 
Murder most unladylike by Robin Stevens 
Trouble on Cable Street by Joan Lingard 
A world between us by Lydia Syson  
Debutantes by Cora Harrison 
The Double Shadow by Sally Gardner 
Black Dove, White Raven by Elizabeth Wein 
Rowan the Strange by Julie Hearn 
A sky painted gold by Laura Wood 
Star by Star by Sheena Wilkinson 
Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll 
Eloise undercover by Sarah Baker 
Front lines by Michael Grant 
Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian 
Girl with a white dog by Anne Booth 
That Burning summer by Lydia Syson 
Code name Verity by Elizabeth Wein 
Cross my heart by Carmen Reid 
Paradise Barn by Victor Watson 
Margot and Me 
Operation Blackout by Victor Watson 
Dunkirk by James Holland 
Run rabbit Run by Barbara Mitchelhill 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
The Earth is singing by Vanessa Curtis 
Maus by Art Spiegelman 
Annexed by Sharon Dogar 
The Rasputin Dagger by Theresa Breslin 
Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 



Blood Red Snow White by Marcus Sedgwick 
V for Violet by Alison Rattle 
Going Over by Beth Kephart 
Life: An exploded diagram by Mal Peet 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
Alone in Berlin by Han Fallada 
Diary of Anne Frank 
Sektion 20 by Paul Dowswell, 
Now or Never by Bali Rai 
The runaways by Holly Webb 
star by Star by Sheena Wilkinson 
girls for the vote by Linda Newbery 
firebird by Elizabeth Wein 
Armistice Runner by Tom Palmer 
White Feather by Cathy McPhail 
The Skylarks War by Hilary McKay 
Our Castle by the Sea by Lucy Strange 
When we were warriors by Emma Carroll 
East End Angels by Rosie Hendry 
The Stolen Ones by Vanessa Curtis 
Anna at War by Helen Peters 
White Eagles by Elizabeth Wein 
Remembrance by Theresa Breslin 

Non fiction 
The Third Reich by Michael Burleigh 
the sleepwalkers: How Europe went to war in 1914 by Christopher Clark 
The first world war: A complete history by Martin Gilbert 
Fighting on the homefront: The legacy of Women in World War Two by Kate Adie 
Hitler, The Germans and the Final solution by Ian Kershaw 
Auschwitz: The Nazis and the final solution by Laurence Rees 
Munich: The 1938 Appeasement Crisis by David Faber 
Dunkirk retreat to victory by Julian Thompson 
The secret life of Bletchley Park: The WWII codebreaking centre by Sinclair McKay 
Sand & Steel: The D Day invasions and the liberation of Europe by Peter Caddick-
Adams 
Mud, Blood and Poppycock: Britain and the Great War by Gordon Corrigan 
The secret history of the blitz by Joshua Levine 
The Bletchley Girls by Tessa Dunlop 
Wounded: From Battlefield to Blighty 1914 – 18 by Emily Mayhew 
The second world war by Anthony Beevor 
travellers in the Third Reich by Julia Boyd 
The women who flew for Hitler by Clare Mulley 
World War One: A short History by Norman Stone 
The Cold War by John Lewis Gaddis 
Cold war East Anglia by Jim Wilson 
The Blitz: The British under attack by Juliet Gardiner 
hearts and minds: The untold story of the great pilgrimage and how women won 
the vote by Jane Robinson 
Rise up women by Diane Atkinson 

 


